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A DISTINCTIVE BOOK FOR A SELECTIVE AUDIENCE 


/ 


January We 4 


Snow, C. P. Scribner 
THE SEARCH $3.95 


* Not a part of his continuing series- Strangers and Brothers- which has 
earned an increasingly admiring audience as it has appeared, this is an earlier, un- 
finished, and now revised novel which deals- cogently- with what it is like to be a 
scientist, and more basically with the reconciliation of science with other human 
values and cultural concepts. Arthur Miles, the central character here, to whom Snow 
has transferred much of his own earlier training as a scientist, is a more direct 
(as compared with Lewis Eliot in the larger cycle) participant of the action here, 
but even so his search- as it proceeds from an absolute and abstract dedication to 
science to its later denial- owes more to the intellect than emotion. Miles' career 
is recorded, at leisure, from the time when as a child his curiosity is first 
aroused, through his school and University years, on to the projects and problems of 
the working scientist in research. His two University friends, Hunt, and the facile, 
fraudulent Sheriff, are left behind and his own brilliant performance has its re- 
cognition and reward. He falls in love for the first time with Audrey- but she is 
always subsidiary to his stronger, at times exclusive interest in his work and she 
leaves him to marry Sheriff. Continuing his research, continuing his attempts to 
coordinate and expedite work in the field, he is also scheduled to be the new director 
of his Institute when a faulty calculation costs him the appointment and he loses 
faith in himself and in his devotion to science. He falls in love again and this 
time marries, now sure that he will leave science, but as he does so he tries to give 
Sheriff an assist. With the revelation of a deliberate mistake on Sheriff's part, 
he is left with the choice between science- the "final collective faith", or his 
friends, and the search is concluded with his decision to leave Sheriff's falsifica- 
tion unrevealed- "the personal things had won"....An intently scrupulous and clear- 
eyed handling of a thoughtful theme, and one which along with the author's name should 
assure an audience. (LC:59-6070) 


Good Names With Books that Should Sell 


Samuel Hopkins Adams, with a period novel of old New York—- TENDERLOIN (Random House) ; 
James Jones with a short novel which restores him to the roster of good tale tellers-— 
THE PISTOL (Scribner); Richard Powell with an original bit of social drama- PIONEER, 
GO HOME (Scribner)- these will all sell, rent and circulate. A dark horse possibi- 
Lity might be found in Almet Jenks’ THE SECOND CHANCE (Lippincott). Watch it. See 
pages following for reviews. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


JORUgPY: 2 3 [rb 


Caldwell, Erskine Little, Brown 
CLAUDELLE INGLISH $3.75 


-. beautiful young daughter of a share cropper lives for the day when 
Linn Varner will come home from the army and marry her. Instead he jilts her and 
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the heart-broken girl listens to her embittered mother's advice--or that part of it 

pertaining to getting presents from men in return for “love". She disgraces the leading 
merchant and the preacher and brings about the death of one suitor before she is killed © 
by another. As she is dying back comes Linn, unmarried and still in love with her. This 

slice of Caldwell-land is hard to take seriously, but will presumably please his devoted 
followers and go on to big sales in the paperbacks. (Q) 


January 2 y/ 


Gary, Romain Simon & Schuster 
LADY L © $3.50 


Definitely a diversion for Romain Gary, and for his readers a heavily scented 
tale- much as de Maupassant might have told it- which moves with elegance from its 
sentimental beginning to its surprising end. On her eightieth birthday, Lady L, once a 
great beauty of impregnable social position, confides her story to the poet laureate in 
her pavilion which she is about to lose. There, with her Bouchers, her Fragonards, her 
bibelots, and her many memories, she reveals her early years in a Parisian slum, her 
questionable pursuits from which she was rescued when she became the protege of Armand 
Denis, an anarchist, a poet and a romantic. With Armend and his accomplices she com- 
mitted many crimes against the very rich and the very noble; she also fell in love with 
him, passionately and enduringly; and she finally was forced to betray him and went on to 
make two marriages of wealth and stature. Eight years later Armand returned, still more 
dedicated to his cause than to her, so that to keep him with her always she deceived him 
again... A costume-jewelled conte. (LC:59-5490) 


January 5 


Ethridge, Willie Snow Coward -McCann 
SUMMER THUNDER $3.95 © 


Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall public- 
cation, as follows: "The story of James Oglethrope has been singularly neglected, and much 
of the factual material of this novel, backgrounded against the early settlement of 
Georgia, will be unfamiliar to most readers. Actually, I wish Mrs. Ethridge had chosen 
to make her book non-fiction, for the tortuous path of the love story that threads its way 
through the history never comes quite wholly alive. Heather Forsyth is a vital figure, a 
girl only too thoroughly aware of the shortcomings of the idol of the community, Oglethorpe, 
and only too ready to speak her mind. This causes continual bickering with Oglethorpe's 
coxswain, Captain Bart Colloway, who worshipped him. But one cannot quite believe Bart 
and his dedication to the cause Oglethorpe puts before all- his conception of the security 
of Georgia. That he finally achieved it- after tragic setbacks, chiefly with astute 
trickery of his Spanish enemies; that circumstances seemed to prove sound the rigid strict- 
ures he placed upon the colony- all this adds up to a revealing new approach to the story 
of the founding of Georgia. Willie Snow Ethridge has undertaken something far removed from 
her light-hearted approach to world politics- and, if her purpose is to give Georgia's 
story its due, she has accomplished it." (LC:58-13707) 





Baily, Joseph Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
MOMENT OF IMPACT $3.95 


The god of speed - symbolizing to a point the moral breakdown (which has its 
own rationalization) - is the demon hero of this novel about a geographic point, which is 
never localized, around which stock car racing, and illegal traffic racing, is the focus. 
George Jason returns to his property on the island, after a year away following his wife's 
death after a speeding car has hit her and following the accidental death of Danny Watson. 


He finds his brother Johnny ready to move in on all the area with a bigger night club; the © 
Pastor wanting George's land for a new church: and a whole new challenge of speed maniacs 

ready to throw over the law and safety. It is through old Elkins who builds new racers 

out of old wrecks, through young Billy Watson who is ready to follow up George's fast- 

moving track records, through other road crashes, and through his desire for Billy's mother, 
that George recognizes himself as a blacked-out killer when speed blanks him out. Another 
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world, another language and their conflict with those who countenance regulated 
racing but who are against automotive speed for the sake of kicks and speed only, 
this will leave many behind the starting flag - but perhaps make its mark on those 
who can come out of the spin with its characters. Confusing but tense - and 
inflamed. (LC:59-10688) 


January 5 


Trevor, Elleston Morrow 
THE PILLARS OF MIDNIGHT $3.50 


A sure hand with documentaries (Gale Force, The Killing Ground, Squadron 
Airborne, The Big Pick-up (all published by Macmillan) picks up the local side of 
a crisis - here a Kentish town struck by small-pox. Steven Monks, almost en route 
for a holiday with his wife, Julie, unwillingly stays on when he diagnoses one of 
Preston's cases as the dread disease, sticks through the whole course of tracking 
down the carrier, the contacts, and the spreading possibilities of contagion as 
some of those contacts contaminate others. His affair with Preston's wife, his 
guilt towards Julie, who gets a light case, the search for Preston's wife who has 
been with a man dead of the plague, are part of the search and protection that a 
civilian army carries out - to the elimination of the scourge. Superimposing a de- 
manding situation, this is strong on tabulation and adequate in its characters. 


(LC:58-9385 ) 


January & Jer ae 


Kern, Alfred ‘Houghton, Mifflin 
- THE WIDTH OF THE WATERS $3.50 “ 


A story which is contingent on business and moral integrity has its axis 
turn on the sesquicentennial which Buchanan, Penna., is to celebrate and mirrors and 
reflects the course which public relations Jack Gaitz has taken - and will take. 
Torn by his dependence on the American Textiles Corporation account, on his friend- 
ship with the son, Sidney Wolfe (who has married the girl he loved and whose father 
owns the town), and his determination that the history of Buchanan shall be written 
with truth and its descendants served as well as the Wolfes, Gaitz is predded. The 
stirrings of his restless conscience drive him to stand up to his advertising and 
public relations boss, to uphold old Timothy Buchanan even when his son Otto is 
proved to have been brainwashed and gone over to the Communists, to refuse to make 
a hero of Sidney, and to relive that youth which lost him Phyllis and drew him back 
to Buchanan, his old professors, and to the position which old Wolfe is ready to 
offer him. This takes its stand on the better sides (after conflict with the lesser) 
of one man who is finding his way in spite of temptations, seductions and a sense of 
right and justice jeopardized by dominating influences. Of more appeal to men, 
perhaps, than women. (LC:58-9067) : 


Saxton, Alexander ' St. Martin's Press 
BRIGHT WEB IN THE DARKNESS $4.50 


| The Great Midland ten years ago revealed the story behind the story of the 
workers and the factions in Chicago's railroad yards. This is perhaps a more contro- 
versial and somewhat less synchronized industrial novel of the California shipyards 


during the war. Once again the author has gone into the issues- cut across lines of 

race and levels of jobs to give the reader flash pictures of the labor issues, parti- 
cularly as they affected the Negroes. One gets the story in sharp vignettes, through 

a Negro girl, a welder - and the boy she loves but waits to marry when he gets back — 
from the war- only to have him killed; through a white girl, also a welder, daughter 

of a labor leader who has risked everything in the cause of labor in the lumber industry- 
and of the boy in the Navy that she married- and who is agonizingly unsure that their 
marriage was right for them; through a Negro preacher, a worker in the yards and an 
agitator in the labor movement; through an organizer, who wants to fight by every means 
for the rights of the Negro workers to join the Union on the same basis as the white 
workers- not in a powerless auxiliary; through a labor lawyer, whose burden of personal 
expenses makes him knuckle under to the white labor leaders at the expense of the Negroes, 
etc., etc. It is a big cast of characters- too big to cut very deeply into their indi- 
vidual emotional aspects, and somehow while the issues seem vital enough, the reader 
feels them somewhat remote in impact, lacking the immediacy they should still have. 
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as 
January~’7 a\ i 


White, Lionel Dutton 
RAFFERTY $3.75 © 


Lionel White who is known for his crime stories, departs from his usual habitat 
to explore the workings of the labor rackets. Within a matter of hours, the career of 
Jack Rafferty is totally dissected as a congressional investigation reveals the complex 
web of deceit which surround his position as one of America's most powerful labor bosses. 
Rafferty, a man of enormous drive and ability, has risen to the top, making and breaking 
men and rules. In his fall there is something spectacular, but he does not fall alone. 
With him come tumbling down all the lackeys, the political pals, and the women and children 
who sustained his upward fight. A sordid story reminiscent of The Great Man, Rafferty is 
told with slick professional skill and vigor. Essentially composed of cliches, it courts 
the readers interest by dint of its vigor, pacing, and occasional brushes with near porno- 
graphy. A slick, suspenseful banality expanded into an evening's entertainment. (LC:59- 


5007) (Q) 


Cecil, Henry Harper 
SOBER AS A JUDGE $3.50 


Brothers in Law (1956) and Friends at Court (1957) introduced to American readers 
a young English lawyer, Roger Thursby, and for those who have sadly missed Mr. Tutt, here 
was an answer, considerably fined down to the silk of the British courts. Thursby, still 
in the flush of youth, becomes a High Court Judge, and feels considerably weighted with 
his responsibilities. His one-time school friend, Plummer, decides to ruffle him a bit, 
and literally takes him for a ride- and then stages an introduction to a night club enter- 
tainer who proves a bit embarrassing to our sobersides, Roger. This theme plays tanta- 
lizingly across the court room scenes that dominate the book - and comes up with a surprise 
ending. And Thursby manages to stay out of the headlines and the gossip columns while @ 
lending distinction to the court through a succession of cases of varying interest. Once 
again the intricacies and the foibles of the English law- enlivened by knowledgeable side- 
play add up to another Roger Thursby story for the lawyers in your life. (LC:58-12468) 








Kapp, Yvonne- fd. Houghton, Mifflin 
SHORT STORIES OF RUSSIA TODAY $3.50 


Report repeated from page 392 of the June lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall 
publication, as follows: "Eighteen stories by Soviet authors written over the past twenty 
years present a great variety of settings and subjects. These stories display a cheerful 
picture of life in modern Russia from Samarkand to Moscow with a cast of characters 
including soldiers, athletes, doctors, students, collective farmers, artists and sophisti- 
cates. The literary merits of the stories are as varied as the subjects- at the best 
Turgenev, at the worst sturdy sentimentality akin to official Russian painting glorifying 
country, home and family. But literary merits aside, this collection is interesting 
reading by virtue of the broad picture it gives of life in the USSR." 


Jenks, Almet Lippincott 
THE SECOND CHANCE $5.95 


* The author of The Huntsman at the Gate and of various short stories explores, 
in this fluent novel of controlled tempo, the circumstance and tenuous alliance which 
created a "second chance” for a man who responded generously to life but insufficiently 
understood himself. Spanning the period between two wars, this is the story of Blaine 
Winter, a recognizable product of a good New England family, superior eastern schools, 
the right clubs. In 1919 Blaine was 25; he had just given up his commission in the 
cavalry and was awaiting his discharge in New York when he met and fell in love with 
Judith Horn, a beautiful girl whom he knew he would never marry:- she was a shopgirl, 
beneath his class. To be near Judith he took a job as bonds salesman and he was, if un- 
inspired by his work, at least conscientious. After Judith left him, Blaine married 
Hope Dennison, almost reluctantly (he worked for her father). Then came the Crash; 
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Blaine's loss of his job; their Third Avenue impoverishment; a new opportunity in 
the South West where Blaine was successful; return to the East as treasurer of his 
old prep school, where once he had thought he would teach; an unfortunate meeting 
with a woman who had always reminded him of Judith; and the second World War. 

Blaine had always apologized for his stint in France: he had an easy war. And he 
was nagged by the suspicion that he did as little as possible in a war he believed 
in. He was 48 when he reclaimed his commission, was sent to the Pacific as an 
"historian" and was killed, a hero. Excessively concerned with the extraneous, this 
is, nevertheless, a story of intricate and subtle obligation worked with great 
finesse and fluidity. (LC:58-12278) 


January 9 


Beaumont, Charles Putnam 
THE INTRUDER $4.50 


eee. is Adam Cramer, a "cheap Yankee punk", who comes to the southern town 
of Caxton and to prove himself (he is emotionally underprivileged, sexually inade- 
quate) sets off a chain reaction of violence using the integration issue. As a re- 
presentative of the non-existent Society of National American Patriots, Cramer 
secures the financial support of the town's one rich man, works on sympathies which 
have been latent and works up suspicions that become first ugly threats, then inci- 
dents as the school is opened, a peaceable citizen is attacked, and a Negro is 
dynamited. Only McDaniel, who edits the local newspaper, and the school principal, 
try to check Cramer and the inflammatory situation he has created; McDaniel's 
daughter is used in a rigged rape charge against a Negro student; and a lynching is 
averted only after Cramer is exposed and run out of town....As news into fiction, 
this where it lacks subtlety- or taste, has a certain blunt to brute power of per- 
suasion. Major publisher backing. (LC:58-9709) (Q) 


Soman, Florence Jane | Putnam 
A BREAK IN THE WEATHER 2 |2° $3.95 


Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall 
publication, as follows: " ---- offers its remission for all the Marshalls, Fran and 
Henry and'their two daughters- Claire and Joan- after more than a hot spell has 
strained the foundations of their life. For Henry, forty odd, an assistant treasurer 
in a bank only too aware of the shabby middle class life which is the best he can 
provide for his family, is nagged by failure and his spirits sag further with the 
knowledge that a vice presidency has opened up and that he may be passed over for a 
younger man. Fran unthinkingly is caught by the cheap sexual attraction of a man 
next door, stirred by feelings she has not had for many years. Claire, in love for 
the first time, endures awkward to agonized moments as she brings her young man 
home to dinner, and Joan cannot accept the fact that there is not enough money to 
send her away with a friend for two weeks. The death of a wealthy old woman, Henry's 
client, tempts him with the chance at a little cash which will relive the economic 
shortcomings of the moment, but he bypasses it- just in time to learn that he will 
have the promotion which will restore his faith in himself and return his family's 
faith as well.... A woman's book, likable characters and spot recognition situations 
will easily enlist your sympathies and firmly secure your interest." (LC:58-11004) 


January 12 


Allen, Johannes ., Knopf 
YOUNG LOVE $3.50 


Translated from the Danish, this is 19 year old Helen's record of what 
happened two and a half years earlier and what it led to. Her parents' extra- 
marital interests (her mother has a permanent lover and her father many feminine 
conquests), schoolmates' parties that leave her feeling prudish have nibbled away 
at her security and a summer stay at the family place on the Kattegat brings her to 
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Francis who restores her world with his practiced love making. When she finds her best 
friend Birthe with Francis, Helen is again lost, turns to a wilder kind of living, and 
again finds someone to believe in when the young trumpeter Benny woos her with words, 
music and accomplished sex. Her parents' announcement of their divorce comes on top of 
Benny's sudden departure and one last attempt at self degradation leaves Helen with the 
wish to find her proper self. The need for someone to believe in, the efforts of im- 
maturity too hastily following mature patterns, these permit Helen to join that company, 
now international, of teen agers whose youthful problems, experiences and experiments, 
receive understanding and sympathy rather than criticism. (LC:59-5424) (Q) 





January l2 


Updike, John Knopf 
THE POORHOUSE FAIR $3.50 


An ingenious poet (The Carpentered Hen, P. 59, published by Harper) reveals a 
distinctive ability for portraying, clinically, sparsely, not only a place, - the poor- 
house, the incidents - inmates versus management, but also the quality of age and its 
relinquishing, reluctantly, of the past. Here the physical decay of Hook, Gregg, Lucas 
matches the decline of the morale at the Poor Home, in New Jersey, under the new prefect 
Conner; here too the annual fair takes its atmosphere from the strangeness of the weather; 
“and all, participating in the growing quality of revolt, are part of the humiliation of 
an event which climaxes in a mob gesture against Conner. An acid-pointed sketching of 
festivities, which are less than festive, frames these ancients in their daily battle of 
being alive, and those who peripherally touch them during the year's highspot, and they 
achieve a brittle, sometimes glittering, kind of life. For those whose pleasure lies in 
words and phrases and a sudden, awakening glimpse of different worlds and people around 


them. (LC:59-5431) 
January 14 @ 


Chauvet, Marie Morrow-Sloane 
DANCE ON THE VOLCANO $4.50 





Translated from the French, by Salvator Attanasio, this has its roots in 
historical documentation of the Caribbean of the 1790's and weaves its story around the 
break through that two girls of color effected. For Minette and Lise,through their 
singing, appeared at Port-Au-Prince's Comedie, and Minette, following a course which led 
to participation in helping escaped slaves, achieved recognition by whites, and eventually 
a death that was the outcome, under Vincent Oge's revolt, of a dedication to a cause. 
This, reflecting the prejudice, jealousy, hate of the whites for the colored, the decline 
of the French nobility, the fear and desperation of the marrons and the affranchis and the 
brutalities which they suffered, traces the course of the theatrical company and its free- 
masonry, takes Minette from seclusion to adulation, involves her with an enigmatic lover, 
Jean-Baptiste La Pointe, and the rebel chieftain Lambert; displays her, by request, before 
England's Prince William - and leads her to a display of talent above race, in an emotion- 
alized journey. Sifted, this is a revealing picture of early attempts against segregation 
and discrimination: novel-wise, not all the way up to its subject. (LC:59-5507) 


we 
January 2? >. 


Foster, Joseph Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
STEPHANA $3.50 


The cross purposes of culture, background and economy are focussed on Mexican 
Stephane, her parents, brothers and sister, and her attempts to face the "Gringos" of 


Albuquerque on their own terms. Father and Mother stick with their impoverished farm, @ 
Pedro stays with them, while Bob fights every concept of education until he discovers 
architecture, Estelle's dedication to the Pachucos ends in a jail sentence, and Stephana 
sticks to her high school courses, romances and jobs, in spite of snubs, rejections and 
discrimination because of her color and credentials. Finally, passing as Gringo, she 
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learns that the man who wants her still cannot overlook the fact that hers is 
Mexican blood, and the return of her first lover for whom marriage is the only 
answer, resolves her search. Beyond its attempt to convey a certain current. 
section of sectionalism in its full emotionalism, minority mindedness and heady 
headlines, this offers little else. (LC:59-5101) 


January ?? 7 


Whitehouse, Arch Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FIGHTERS IN THE SKY $3.00 _ 
3.40 

Ten adventure stories of fighter pilots in World Wars I and II and in 
Korea by an author who specializes in airplane stories for the pulps and slick 
magazines. Five of the stories deal with the English, five with Americans in a 
predictable but exciting pattern of action, human interest and simplified technolo- 
gy- Of the group, the three dealing with World War I are perhaps the most inter- 
esting because of the hand-to-hand highly personal nature of the fighting in those 
days. For airplane buffs and those readers who as boys thrilled over the old-time 
airplane adventure accounts. (LC:59-5555) 


Hall, Roger Norton 
ALL MY PRETTY ONES $3-75 


Some thought You're Stepping on my Cloak and Dagger hilarious; others found 
it forced. We venture to speculate over the unlikelihood of anyone thinking this new 
novel anything but selfconsciously clever- a crack a minute- with only rare glimpses 
of real humor. For there is what adds up to a cruel satire on the world of fashion, 
which belies any effect of its irony by seeming to participate wholeheartedly in the 
very evils it sets out to ridicule. The highfashion model agencies of Standish and 
Savage were bitter antagonists for the praise and space in The Magazine, a powerful 
arbiter of "my ladies" tastes. Engaged in the rivalry are a group of models - some 
witty, some dumb, but all in a way, dazzlingly chic; the usual cast of homosexual 
males associated with the industry; the nero a supercilious writer who is so in- 
volved in the pursuit of happiness that one wonders when he plies his craft; and 
the heroine, a composite of all beauty and virtue. About her the conflict rages as 
the "good" agency tries to demolish the "bad" agency by launching her on a campaign 
that features the "wholesome" American look. Of course the "good" wins a brilliant 
victory. But the end impression is that this is a by-product not a parody of its 
subject- brash, glib and adolescent. (LC:59-5619) 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins 1/19 Random House 
TENDERLOIN $ 3,50 


This has the flavor of an inside knowledge of the details of the days when 
Little Old New York fostered vice and crime and crooked politics and "New York's 
finest" with hands out for any graft that was going. The Police Gazette and Town 
Topics flourished on unsavory blackmail and undercover handouts and any attempt to 
reveal the sordidness of what went on was met by indifference or violence, for all 
seemed tarred by the filth. This story centers around. a single-minded saintly old 
clergyman who sought to put an end to the flagrant red light district and gambling 
dens of the area known as "The Tenderloin". In the checkered course of his career 
in reform, good men lost their lives and young people's romances foundered - and 
blackmail from top to bottom closed mouths and blocked all efforts. It was in Dr. 
Farr's influence on naive young Laurie Crosby, an unknown beauty slated for acceptance 
within the "400" - and on anything but naive young Tommy Howatt, who wanted to be a 
newspaperman, and landed on the "P.G." that the threads of the story are brought 
together. The time was the last decade of the 19th century - and one feels that the 
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sorry course of love was forced into rough channels, as Tommy was forced to make his 

choice - betrayal of the man who had been his best friend- or the girl whom he wanted 

to save from ruin. There are some pretty rough scenes in houses of prostitution, and @ 
the ways of scarring a man's heart and soul are not prettied up for the thin-skinned. 

Adams can be counted on for competent story telling and all the stage props that go with 

it. This is told with gloves off. (LC:59-5702) 


January 22% ‘ee 


Jones, James Scribner 
THE PISTOL $3.00 


Not a major novel, this, but those of us who felt that From Here to Eternity 
showed immense promise and its successor, Some Came Running, was @ ghastly letdown, will 
be heartened. For here again is that rare perceptive quality which cuts at the very 
heart of man's feelings, which reflects the interrelationship of men, thrown into close 
contacts with little but the immediate situation to link them. The story this time 
revolves around the very human need of men in war for a sense of self-protection, and of 
one man in-particular, PFC Richard Mast, who kept a;|pistol he was supposed to turn in 
after guard duty, because of the sense of security it gave him. That the opportunity 
occurred on December 7th, 1941, when the first bombs fell on Wheeler Field, made it a 
symbol to all of the men in his unit. During a span of duty, engaging successive small 
units, Mast went through every kind of attempt to get the pistol from him. Here in brief 
compass is one small area of the early days of war, the hardships without actual or im- 
minent danger, the frustrations and yearnings of men- no heroes or villains, but just 
ordinary men - etched with sharp perception and understanding. Jones has proved that he 
doesn't need the false props of salacious depravity to give substance to his characteriza- 


tions. (LC:59-5785) 





Scribner 


Powell, Richard |, 
PIONEER, GO HOME / 2 aoe $3.95 
Here's an author who won't be pigeon-holed. This couldn't be more different 
from The Philadelphian, last year's best selling novel. The style- first person narrative, 
in a folksy vernacular, will deter some readers who would find the story original and 
entertaining. Pop was in business with the government, as recipient of Unemployment 
Compensation and Relief for Dependent Children. But he was taking a random vacation in 
Florida and never counted on getting sidetracked at the end of a road, specifically labelled 
not open to the public. This started a lot of events, as the five of them began, inad- 
vertently, to live off the land- or more exactly off the sea. The county didn't like it- 
nor the Welfare Board- nor the neighboring town, but one way and another Toby found that 
he was better at talking himself into work than Pop had been in talking himself out. A 
succession of mad adventures, including a gang of gamblers and a hurricane, launch them 
on their own successful kind of pioneering, and add up to an unusual bit of entertainment. 
Here's a natural for a dramatization along the line of the hilarious My Three Angels. 


( LC :59-5786) 
Pushed Forward from January to November 13 


Hughes, Langston John Day 
TAMBOURINES TO GLORY $3.50 


A Harlem folk tale in modern guise- so one might characterize this story of 
two sides of the coin in an independent, non-denominational religious racket. Two women 
on relief - one a lusty realist, took her sex where she could get it, used what funds © 
she had to “buy" her man (preferably young and good looking), and came up with the idea 
of putting on an act on a street corner using religion in free wheeling style; the other 
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whose chief characteristic was sheer indolence, liked to sit better than to stand, 
but was at heart, sincere, well-meaning and honest. A tambourine to accompany the 
singing - and collect the sheckels; a gift of gab and high sounding phrases in the 
best Billy Sunday tradition, a soulful voice and a soulful appearance, these were 
their stock in trade. But when Laura took on a youngman with ideas, she progressed 
from street corner to a two room Garden of Eden, then to a refurbished ex-theatre, 
while the crowds grew and the money flowed. Laura doled it out to her Charlie; 
Essie put it into good: works- and to her preparations for her teen-age daughter to 
come North. And a few people got religion. That it ends on a note of melodrama 
bordering on tragedy somehow fails to touch the heartstrings. But the telling in 
the vernacular has its poetic overtones and its sense of authenticity. 


Infra Dig - Equi Trig - Stellae Big 
January 5 


Field, Peter Morrow. 
DRIVE FOR DEVIL'S RIVER $2.75 


The trusty trio- Pat, Sam and Ezra- with one of their most daring Robin 
Hood exploits, as they become involved to the hilt in a rescue mission on which 
neither their aid nor advice is much wanted. But as always, as the plot thickens 
they become more than ever necessary, and once again save a big shot from being a 
permanent prisoner of professional rustlers and strong arm men, and play Cupid to a 
dubious romance. Another dependable Powder Valley Western. (LC:59-5350) 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE DEADLY TOY $2.95 


Our Perry (and his righthanders Della and Paul) again cross-eyed as to 
the truth behind their client's attempts to prove just who (the fiance she turned 
down, his ex-wife) is threatening her. That it involves the murder of the ex-fiance, 
a@ small boy, ballistics, the innocence of his client, kidnaping, and the enmity of 
the dead man's father adds up to a frame that Mason, by surmise and surprise, busts 
wide open. The granddaddy of grandstanding as before. (LC:59-5133) 


January 7 


Garve, Andrew Harper 
THE GALLOWAY CASE $2.95 


* Peter Rennie, a reporter, falls in love with Mary Smith, loses her, finds 
her again only to learn that she is the daughter of John Galloway, a writer, serving 
a sentence for the murder of a man who had accused him of plagiarism. For Mary's 
sake, he proceeds- supposititiously - it would seem hopelessly- to disprove the 
claims of the murdered man and establish some evidence of collusion and extortion 
which might clear Galloway... Neat and nimble and sure to please that constant reader- 


ship. (LC:58-12477) 


January 8 


Boucher, Anthony-/d. Doubleday 
THE BEST FROM FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION $3.75 


Series 8 maintains the expected high level, and this year- along with the 
amazing there are a number of amusing stories as provided by Asimov's love philtre, 
Fritz Leiber's ghostgirls, Ron Goulart's teleportation. C. 5S. Lewis and Shirley 
Jackson add a certain cachet to the collection; newcomer Kit Reed's vigil of virgins 
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in The Wait is effectively eerie; Jules Verne's story of a mad hidalgo- translated for 
the first time- is something of a find; and there's a long novella by Zenna Henderson 


of a little boy lost- from another world- which is touching and tender. Superior fantasy 
fiction. © 
January 8 
Dean, Spencer Doubleday 
THE MERCHANT OF MURDER $2.95 


The plot is wearing a bit thin as once again Don Cadee, head of Protection at 
a New York luxury store, lets his emotions win over his brains in pursuing the crooks in- 
volved in a major hi-jacking of men's wear de luxe, which leads to murder and a kidnap- 
ping. That he eventually gets the boy back and most of the merchandise is more luck than 
detective work, and there's another unregretted violent death before the finger is on the 
real culprit. Motives and evidence seem a bit unresolved, but the going is fast paced, 
the telling competent. (LC:59-6263) 


January 12 : 

| 

Crossen, Kendell Foster ” Dutton 
THE BIG DIVE $2.95 


Major Kim Locke, U. S. Intelligence's right hand man, again uses a strong arm 
in his attempt to trace the disappearance of frogman Commander Ridges, after visiting 
Russian ships had docked in a British harbor. Tailed by the Yard, assailed by unidenti- 
fied pursuants, Locke follows a thin line of reference to Scotland and a nest of British 
Communists.... Not as sharp as The Tortured Path, but still strenuous. 





January 14 


Stewart, Mary Morrow-Mill 
NINE COACHES WAITING $3.50 


A cachet in the polite, mystery-suspense market, this author now takes over a 
straight romance-cum-suspicion tale in which orphaned Miss Martin, as nursery governess 
to orphaned little Comte Philippe, deceives his crippled uncle about her familiarity 
with the French language to achieve her dream of living in France. At the Chateau Valmy 
she encounters possible attempts on Philippe's life, learns to distrust not only the boy's 
uncle but his rebellious cousin, Raoul,and, in deepening her love for the Provence estate, 
tries to protect the youngster while trying to believe in Raoul...Smooth and silken. 


(LC :59-5139) 
January 7 IF 


Slesar, Henry Random House 
THE GRAY FLANNEL SHROUD $2.95 


---Or, inevitably- Murder on Madison Avenue. When Gordon Tait of Hagerty-Tait 
Advertising had a heart attack, up-and-coming, bright-young-man Dave Robbins gets the 
juicy Burke Baby Foods account. He discovers that the promotional Burke Baby was switched 
over a period of months. The follow-up leads to the further discoveries: that the new 
Baby is the illegitimate child of Tait and his mistress Annie Gander; that Gordon's wife, 
Grace, killed Annie in jealousy, the innocent photographer in fear, Gordon in greed, 
Annie's boyfriend in retaliation for blackmail. Having narrowly escaped his own death by 
the rampant Grace, Robbins decided, when she is suitably apprehended, that the advertising 
game is worth all the effort. Anyway he likes the boss' niece. Harmless. (LC:59-5703) 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Benson, Ben- THE BLACK MIRROR Henry, Will- THE NORTH STAR 
Brackett;—heigh-——RiO-BRAVO Creasey, John- DEATH OF A POSTMAN 
Loring, Emilie- I TAKE THIS MAN 
(Each $.35) 
de la Roche, Mazo- JALNA Forster, Logan A.- PROUD LAND 
Ehrlich, Max- THE BIG EYE Long, Margaret- LOUISVILLE SATURDAY 


($.50) - Roscoe, Theodore- PIGBOATS: THE TRUE STORY OF THE FIGHTING SUBMARINES OF 
WORLD WAR II 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.35) 
Christie, Agatha- THE MAN IN THE BROWN SUIT Masur, Hal- SUDDENLY A CORPSE 
Fair, A. A.- TURN ON THE HEAT Rinehart, Mary Roberts- THE GREAT MISTAKE 
Halliday, Brett- THE PRIVATE PRACTICE OF Stout, Rex- THE MOUNTAIN CAT MURDERS 
MICHAEL SHANE 


FAWCETT PUBLICATIONS, INC. (*Original) 


Crest 
(Each $.25) (Each $.50) 
*Gault, William Campbell- NIGHT LADY Barnard, C.N.-fd. - A TREASURY OF TRUE 
Frazee, Steve- GOLD AT KANSAS GULCH Meyer, Jerome S.- FUN WITH MATHEMATICS 
(Each $.35) 


Dikty, T. E.- SIX FROM WORLDS BEYOND *Edwards, Samuel- DEVIL'S PRIZE 
Gotshall, Jack- PAPPY'S WOMEN 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (*Original) 


Mentor 


($.50) 
Taylor, Henry- THE STATESMAN - NEW WORLD WRITING #14 
new introduction Ce Northcote Parkinson 


Signet (Each $.25) 


*Brown, Carter- THE CORPSE *Foreman, L. L.- GUNSMOKE MEN 
Hunt, Kyle- KILL A WICKED MAN 
(Each $.35) 
Bates, H. E.- SUMMER IN SALANDAR Terry, J. William- A RESTLESS BREED 
*Nye, Hermes- FORTUNE IS A WOMAN Wright, Theon- THE KNIFE 
(Each $.50) 


Baldwin, Monica- THE CALLED AND THE CHOSEN Winsor, Kathleen- AMERICA, WITH LOVE 
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POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brand, Max- SPEEDY Dean, Spencer- MURDER ON DELIVERY 
Hancock, Lucy Agnes- SPECIAL NURSE © 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 
Caldwell, Taylor- THE FINAL HOUR Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE SULKY GIRL 
Christie, Agatha- WHAT MRS. MCGILLICUDY SAW Healy, R.J.-£d.- NEW TALES OF SPACE & TIME 
Yerby, Frank- FAIROAKS 


Giant Cardinal Editions (*Original) 


(Each $.50) (Each $.35) 
Asch, Sholem- THE PROPHET *Dickens, Charles- A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Bellamann, Henry- KINGS ROW *Shakespeare, William- JULIUS CAESAR 


(Folger Library Edition) 
Permabooks 


*Davis, Col. F.M.- SPEARHEAD Day, Beth- NO HIDING PLACE 
*Hunter, John- THE MARSHAL FROM DEADWOOD Slaughter, Frank G.- THE MAPMAKER 


POPULAR LIBRARY 
Eagle Books (Each $.35) 
Raine, W. MacL.- THE TOUGH TENDERFOOT Winston, Clara- THE CLOSEST KIN THERE IS 
Giants (Each $.35) 
Bellow, Saul- SEIZE THE DAY Matthews, Kevin- WOMAN OF EGYPT } 


Cunningham, Eugene- BUCKAROO Rigsby, Howard- NAKED TO MY PRIDE 
Ernenwein, Leslie- RAMROD FROM HELL Wicker, Tom- THE DEVIL MUST 





Specials (Bach $.59) 
Gaillard, Robert- MARIE OF THE ISLES Payne, Robert- RED LION INN 


Announcing for December 5 


Mundy, Talbot Gnome 
TROS OF SAMOTHRACE $4.95 


The first in a new Fantasy Classic Library Series, this was originally published 
in 1934. 


ee i ee ee a 


MUST BOOKS 


January 6 5 
Schlesinger, Arthur M. Jr. Houghton, Mifflin 
‘THE COMING OF THE NEW DEAL Pre-pub. ~§6.50; post $7.50 
Vol. II- The Age of Roosevelt i+ “ a 
~f 


* The Crisis of the Old Order, (1957) which launched this monumental assessment of 

a relatively contemporary era in American social, political and economic life, was an ©} 
epitaph to a period which ran its opulent but progressively more ruinous course from 1919- 
1933. Upon that sustained end anguished epitaph - though independent of it- Schlesinger, 
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probably the one historian who most fully realizes the structural and organic values 
of 20th century American history, recounts the tumultuous years of Roosevelt's first 
term. He analyzes the solid facts of Rooseveltian legislation, the cabinet person- 
alities, and the kinds of administrative youngbloods surging upon Washington, the 
methods and tasks of economic recovery, the social chaos, the massive reorganization 
of labor, agriculture and Wall Street. But if Schlesinger details abundantly the 
circumstances, individuals, policies which signalized the early New Deal, he ex- 
presses, above all, the inspiring and inspiriting sense of rededication which came 
over the United States, the moral torments and gropings toward a new social cons- 
cience, the yielding of regionalism and the regional mind to the interests of the 
country as a whole, within a widening circle of the world community. Conservatives 
may feel that as a historian, Schlesinger's weakness is a tendency towards clutter, 
a lack of selectivity in an indulgence toward trivial information which has compa- 
ratively little earnest relevance. They may even feel he is neither tidy nor 
consistent. But his great gift is in not letting the meaning and the magnificence 
of events be carried away by their own rushing and violent tide. Schlesinger seizes 
and epitomizes, as perhaps no other American historian, the wonder and the conse- 
quence of his subject. The evolution of a president, the complexity of a man, come 
through with extraordinary perception. The Coming of the New Deal is impelling, an 
achievement as much in its sensitivity as in its scholarship. The selection as 
January Book of the Month (and for this reason postponed from its original December 
publication date) will give it the impetus it deserves. But on its own merits it 

is essential reading for this and any period and season. (LC:56-10293) 


One for Top Billing- Three of Unusual Merit 


If the interest 1s there, BEN-GURION by Robert St. John (Doubleday) deserves a MUST- 
BOOK rating. Unfortunately, it may encounter indifference in some quarters. The 
three...The last word on the Nautilus by her commander, Wm. R. Anderson and Clay 
Blair in NAUTILUS 90 NORTH (World); a new approach to American history, OUT OF OUR. 
PAST by Carl N. Degler (Harper); and a completely off the beaten track book, THE 
SACRED MUSHROOM: KEY TO THE DOOR OF ETERNITY, by Andrija Puharich (Doubleday Out - 
side these three, the general level seems to be higher than in recent issues. See 
following pages for reviews, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
January 5 


Parker, Scudder M. Abingdon 
IN ALL LOVE AND HONOR -. $2.50 
The anatomy of a happy marriage, Jn All Love and Honor, traces the lives 
of its hero, the author, and his wife, Bets, from the day of their marriage in 1941 
to their present life on a Vermont farm. Young and inexperienced, the two have all 
the usual problems- economic adjustment, personal adjustment, and adjustment to 
separation during the war. Scudder dutifully pursues his law studies and Bets, 
until their first child is born, works in a glamorous Washington job. But as the 
marriage matures, they abandon their original interests for the dual life of farming 
and newspaper publishing in Vermont. It is in this life that their roots take hold, 
and even a fire which totally demolishes their home brings only an indication of 
the strength of their love for each other and the Vermont community. For on the 
ashes of their old home is built, with the help of their neighbors, a new home, a 
home consecrated to their belief in each other and a simple Christian way of life. 
Mild, wholesome, and generally unexciting, In All Love and Honor will probably find 
its main body of readers away from metropolitan areas. (LC :59-5213 ) 
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Pinkerton, Kathrene Morrow -Barrows 
COOKING AFLOAT $3.50 


Those who took the basic cruising course in A-Boating We Will Go (McGraw-Hill) 
by Enid Wolf (P. 586) will find that this supplements her section on maritime meal times 
and offers further suggestions for efficiency and palate interest in the galley slave's 
domain. The result of 7 years boating, with weekend, short and long cruises along the 
West coast, in her log, the author charts a safe course in her general chapters on living 
and cooking aboard, gear and equipment for the galley, provisioning of staples, dairy and 
canned goods and all other necessities. Her recipes include soups, sauces, meats, fish, 
main dishes, vegetables, breads, salads, fowl and desserts, and are aimed to take care of 
expanded, outdoor appetites; they take notice of more time when underway which allows for 
long, slow cooking as well as situations which call for hurry-up feedings. Safety pre- 
cautions are stressed so that the careful cook will be protected at all times. The First 
Mate should find this an excellent helper. (LC:59-5345) 


Anderson, Commander William R., U.S.N. World 
& Blair, Clay NAUTILUS 90 NORTH $3.95 


* In 1954 Clay Blair's The Atomic: Submarine and Admiral Rickover appeared and 
four years later he joins Commander Anderson to tell of the further adventures of the 
nuclear powered submarine and its most spectacular achievement to date. Anderson recaps 
to give his training and education in the Naval Reactors Branch under Rickover, with the 
directive towards northern transit, and the 1957 polar operations and ice probes; then 
the account swings into the details of OPERATION SUNSHINE. All the secrecy surrounding 
it, the precautions taken against fire, the improving of the instruments, and the unsuc- 
cessful attempt in June, 1958, which, when further research had been accomplished, made 
possible the July-August underwater North Pole crossing, are here against the team work 
of the crew, the greatness of the ship, and the atmosphere of unique adventure. A first- 
hand record, this, in spite of all the attention at the time, should attract a ready 
market, old and young, for its unequalled story. 70 U.S.N. photographs, endpaper maps. 
(LC:59-6656 ) 


January 6 


Stopp, Frederick Little, Brown 
EVELYN WAUGH $4.00 


The Portrait of an Artist is accomplished through a careful, at times specula- 
tive examination of his works; the man himself remains as- but no more- familiar than the 
characters who have expressed his shifting perspective- from the negation of the earlier 
books to the affirmation of Brideshead Revisited. The secluded country life he leads 
remains inviolate here; there are a few minimal details about his early schooling and the 
years at Oxford, where already the flashing iconoclasm and subversive resistance to 
authority were revealed. Waugh, the romantic, the perfectionist, who deliberately deve- 
loped certain "stylized attitudes” is most vulnerably exposed in his last book, the ad- 
mitted self-portrait of The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold; but in the earlier works, in which 
he is also the mainspring, the satirist, moralist, dissenter and believer are all discer- 
nible. Richly, rewardingly allusive, both the seeste and the entertainments are analyzed 
and appraised; Waugh's opposition to all public causes, his hatred of polite cruelty- of 
folly, hypocrisy and inconsistency, and his regret at the disintegration of many aspects 
of our civilization are singled out; so are the elemente of the comic and the satiric, 
the fantastic and the grotesque which shade and vary his work; and too, the counterpoint 
of the sacred and the profane - so pervasive a part of Helena and Brideshead Revisited.... 
A serious study, which brings many intelligent insights to bear on the works of this writer- 
but demands a knowledgeable familiarity with then. 
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January 7 


Degler, Carl N. Harper 
OUT OF OUR PAST $6.00 


* Here is a challenging new way to approach American history and this reader 
found the book stimulating, provocative and revealing as an interpretation of the 
social forces in the building of a nation. The past is seen through the lens of the 
present and events, their causes and results, emerge in different relationship and 
with different emphases. The chronology and the biography of our history are here 
of small moment; for these one needs a systematic orderly approach as groundwork. 
Some of our preconceptions become outmoded shibboleths; probably others take their 
place. The areas of development are threefold: the War of Independence, the War for 
the Nation and the Great Depression. Out of each comes a new America, and Professor 
Degler traces the emerging factors, the significant changes- and behind all, the 
continuity of tradition, basically conservative. Perhaps the most important chapter 
in the book, viewed at this moment in our history, is Chapter VIII-Dawn Without Noon 
where he sums up the effect of the Reconstruction Period in the place of the Negro, 
not only in the South but the North. Some little known facts throw new light on 
what is happening today. Inevitably, there has been sharply selective use of material 
throughout:- the American people in their development, socially, politically, econo- 
mically, industrially, are stressed and individuals underplayed; the role of moral 
ideas gets perhaps more emphasis than customarily, though economic and social forces 
are not minimized; the positive achievements of Americans are not measured alone in 
standard-of-living symbols - the national character is what really emerges from these 
pages. Reading this is an exciting experience. (LC:58-8824) 


Nourse, William & Alan ' Harper 
SO YOU WANT TO BE A LAWYER $2.75 


This is an explanation of what the law is, what a lawyer does, addressed 
particularly to students considering the law as a profession. The authors discuss: 
pre-law education, stressing the importance of a general, liberal undergraduate back- 
ground; the courses given each year in law school; the case work method; legal research 
and writing; the bar examination; the gaps between textbook theory and actual practice; 
special problems in early practice; the several professional opportunities and direc- 
tions within the profession; the advantages of a legal education for non-lawyers. A 
useful manual. (LC:58-12463) 


Bass, Robert D. Holt 
SWAMP FOX $h 650 


The Life and Campaigns of the phantom guerrilla, Francis Marion, who ter- 
rorized the Tories from White Marsh to Black Mingo, is primarily a close but spirited 
chronology of the raids and routs he led against the British. A humane man, a dedi- 
cated soldier with a devotion to duty and a worship of liberty, Marion was also a 
taciturn, moody and introverted character. With an intuitive sense of strategy, par- 
ticularly that of the swift advance and the rapid retreat, he became a sound and 
savage fighter, and while illiterate, rose from the ranks as an unknown captain to 
become a Brigadier General. Here, bivouac by bivouac, are the skirmishes and the 
sieges in which he engaged; the daring rescue of 150 Rebel prisoners from Sumter's 
house; the bedevilment and the destruction of the British in small diversionary 
actions; and the indefatigable endurance of that gaunt, illkempt, gallant fighter 
who became a nemesis to Cornwallis and the entire British Army.... Robert Bass did 
a parallel period portrait of Tarleton last year- The Green Dragoon; Marion's life 
is more exclusively military- in its interest, and in the concentration of detail 


here. (LC:59-5368) 


Lewis, R.W.B. ‘Lippincott 
THE PICARESQUE SAINT $6.00 


Representative Figures in Contemporary Fiction 


* This is a collection of essays on six modern novelists- Moravia, Camus, 
Silone, Faulkner, Greene, Malraux- which is a distinguished offering, characterized 
by penetration, discernment and wit. The title refers to a type of fictional hero 


“ 
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which the author sees emerging from the work of the generation after Joyce, Proust, Mann: 
"a person who is something of a saint, in the contemporary manner of sainthood, but who 
is also something of a rogue". This hero is agonizingly dedicated to life, to humanity, 
in an atmosphere of decay, of dehumanization; and he is, at the same time, oppressed by @ 
an abysmal sense of loss which is usually vague, often overwhelmingly clear. The author 
traces the development of this new concentration on compassion through Moravia, whose 
world is accounted for by sex, to Camus, who is concerned with the absurdity of reason 
confronting a senseless universe, to Silone's inquiry into the abrasive reality of modern 
power, to Greene, who has "dramatized the contemporary feeling that the religious sense 
is hostile to human aspiration". Through an analysis of their works, particular themes, 
Lewis, lucidly and with secure taste, distinguishes these writers, with their insistence 
on what it means to be a man, from their predecessors, especially Joyce, who equally re- 
jected their world, not in favor of man, but in favor of their art. The author is a pro- 
fessor at Rutgers and portions of these essays appeared in Kenyon Review, Modern Writing, 
Modern Fiction Studies, and will. probably find their most enthusiastic readers among that 
type of audience. Includes extensive notes on each chapter. (LC:59-5403 ) 


January 8 


Astor, Mary Doubleday 
MY STORY $3.95 


Another ravaged life revealed, as written out originally on the prescription of 
a practising psychologist-priest to whom Mary Astor turned when alone, and lonely, she 
recognized the downbeat of a life of broken marriages and empty bottles. Never really 
happy with her parents- particularly an interfering, domineering father, Mary was trained 
early to become an actress, landed a contract with Lasky, and fell in love- at 17- with 
John Barrymore. The romance wilted, under her father's surveillance, and eventually there 
was the marriage to Ken, who offered her companionship and nothing more. With Ken's death 
in a plane accident, she married a doctor- Thorpe, had a baby in Hawaii, and their divorce 
headlined into the news with his (mis)use of her diary as testimony. Marriage to younger, © 
nightclubbing Mike produced a son but no happiness; she tried to steady herself through 
Tom who at first stood by her as she drank to soothe her increasing edginess as her health 
gave way, as did also her finances. Again after a divorce from Tommy, she got back into 
the theatre- on the road; into television; shared the next year or two with Ferris who 
also drank and eventually left her-- so that finally through awareness, and discipline, 
she was able to find a measure of independence and tranquility....Not as notorious, nor as 
noisy, as the Diana Barrymore confession, or as tub-thumpingly regenerative as the Lillian 
60653 this is a quieter assessment which while it tells all, explains very little. (LC:59- 
265 
Puharich, Andrija | VW Doubleday 
THE SACRED MUSHROOM: Key to the Ddor of Eternity $4.50 


* The author, a Doctor and a retired Lieutenant-Colonel of the United States 
army, writes like a reasonable man, a clear-minded, logical man, trained in scientific 
investigation. It is this tone which reassures the skeptical reader as he pursues in 
this book the exploration of extra-sensory experience, psychic phenomena, clairvoyance, 
and prophecy all heightened in intensity under the effect of the Amanita Muscaria, & mush- 
room which grows along the coast in the shade of great trees and about which two distinct 
ancient cults centered, one in Egypt and one ‘in Indian Mexico. Dr. Puharich, who had 
been investigating extra-sensory perception in his Maine laboratory, became interested in 
the plant when one of his “sensitives", in a trance-like state, made reference to it. In 
small doses the mushroom acts as an anesthetic, in sizeable portions, a poison, but taken 
by “sensitives" it appears to heighten the perception. Combining his investigation with 
those made by M.R. Gordon Wasson, co-author of Mushrooms, Russia and History, the study of 
the mushroom cult is revealed in its provocative ramifications -- a clue to ancient re- 
ligious, medical, andfunereal procedures, an indication of the plausibility of transmi- @ 
gration in one or another form, and a general argument as to the plausibility of psychic 
phenomena. Written in a direct style, The Sacred Mushroom is learned without being 
pedantic, evocative without resorting to the hokus-pokus of many books on the subject of 
the occult. An exciting text of particular interest to those concerned with anthropology, 
history and medicine. 
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January 8 


St. John, Robert Doubleday 
BEN-GURION: The Biography of an Extraordinary Man $3.95 


* There is.no doubt that David Ben-Gurion, the Polish born, Israeli National, 
is an extraordinary man. Nor is there any question that Robert St. John, author, 
correspondent, and journalist, is a biographer of unique acuteness and understanding. 
Into his portrait of the small, bristling,totally dedicated Prime Minister of Israel, 
is woven & comprehensive history of the birth, growth and development of political 
zionism. For the life of Ben-Gurion from its beginning in 1886 was witness to extremes 
in the Jewish plight unlike those ever recorded in history: the pogroms of Europe, 
the mass execution of millions of Polish, German, and Austrian Jews, the violent op- 
position to Jewish statehood by the Arabs, the betrayal at a time of crisis by the 
British, and the threat of military Russian aggression. Throughout these harrowing 
events the indomitable will of the Jews pressed forward to survive, and it was that 
will taken to the thousandth part that propelled Ben-Gurion, in his selfless crusade 
as their leader. Without sentimentalizing, Robert St. John reveals an equally vivid 
side of Ben-Gurion's nature,- his insatiable scholarly curiosity, his protound love 
of his family, his militant insistence on democratic methods. ‘There are glimpses of 
the seventy-year old statesman standing on his head as he pursues a regime of exer- 
cise, of his warm friendship with a twenty-four-year-old "Sabra" girl, of his agonizing 
grief at the suicide of his Nehemiah, a young man who lived his brief life in total 
love of Ben-Gurion. A sane, informative, and powerful study by the author of such 
incisive works on contemporary affairs as Through Malan's Africa, Shalom Means Peace, 
It's Always Tomorrow of a man, who unflinching and singleminded, gave of his titanic 
energy in order to bring to fruition the words of the prophecy: "This year we are 
slaves, then we shall be free...Next year we shall be in Jerusalem." (LC:59-6273). 


Sholomir, Jack Doubleday 
BEACHCOMBERS OF THE AFRICAN JUNGLE $4.00 
Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall 
publication, as follows: "In search of Africa, on Africa's terms, to discover its 


significance for himself, the author goes on the tramp from Johannesburg to Egypt 

and reports in detail his experience. A stay with the bushmen to orient himself, 

a stopover in East London where he met Joy Koch who had been raised with the Xosa 
tribe with whom, when she decided to join him, they went to live, and then the many 
incidents that they encountered with gypsies, a circus, tramps, and with various 
primitive tribes- mark the beginning of their travels in which they paid their way 

by shows of magic, fire-eating, mind-reading. On foot and unarmed they knew danger 
near a game preserve, battled monkeys, became fond of Mphagati who had been detri- 
balized and who was killed by crocodiles, saw pole dancers, traveled with a caravan, 
stayed in a'haunted castle', lived through red and safari ants, camped with cannibals 
and pygmies and were finally deported from Uganda. They smuggled themselves across 
the border into Sudan, went by boat on the Nile, and eventually escaped by ship from 
Alexandria. A personal record of pluck and luck this is also representative of a 
generation on the move and its account of the problems of being a Jew and of traveling 
without marriage accents its offbeat findings. Adventurous and revealing. Photo- 
graphs by the author." (LC:58-12055) 


January 9 


Weeks, H. Ashley Univ. of Michigan 
YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS AT HIGHFIELDS $6.00 


Ashley Weeks, a professor of sociology at New York University, has directed 
this statistical evaluation study of the work which has been done at Highfields, a 
rehabilitation center for delinquent boys. At Highfields, a surprisingly low-cost 
facility, a small homogeneous group live together in a homelike atmosphere, work and 
are compensated, join in guided group interaction sessions, and lead as normal lives 
as possible. The result has been that the recidivism after Highfields has only been 
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16.5% as against 48.9 from the State Reformatory, Annandale. This study provides a 

tabulated comparison between the Annandale and Highfields' boys,- background, attitudes, 

success records, etc.- along with articles on the method of group therapy used at High- 

fields and its success with certain types of delinquents, not too disturbed emotionally _ 
nor too patterned in delinquency. For all engaged in social welfare, it is an important 
appraisal of a new approach to handling delinquency particularly at this time, but it is 

for a professional market only of welfare workers, psychiatrists, penologists. 


January 12 


Appleby, John T. | Knopf 
JOHN, KING OF ENGLAND $5.00 


King John, who ruled England from 1199 to 1216, is remembered, if at all, as 
the unpleasant fellow who tried to steal Richard the Lion-Hearted's throne and whose sorry 
actions brought about Magna Carta. In this biography no reason is given to think of him 
otherwise. It is the only modern biography devoted wholly to treacherous John--thorough, 
painstaking, unprejudiced, based solidly on the scanty chronicles of the time--and as such 
of interest to students. It does not hold much attraction for the general reader in the 
way the story of John's mother Eleanor of Aquitaine and The Four Kings,or the biog aphy of 
the other English king whose name is usually with John's as being the acme of evil, 
Richard III, for the style is commonplace, the subject unattractive and the author's 
historical imagination limited. (LC:58-10972) 


Merrill, James Knopf 
THE COUNTRY OF A THOUSAND YEARS OF PEACE $3.95 


This is another one of those small volumes of poetry by an American author 
which is hard to define and classify or to evaluate. It has some dry distinction, but 
its contents are discursive and occasional and except for the poem of dedication it fails @ 
completely to move the reader. Mr. Merrill at thirty three is not an inexperienced writer. 

He published a book of poems in 1951; a play- The Immortal Husband - was produced off 
Broadway in 1955; and his first novel- The Seraglio- was published in 1956. Mr. Merrill 

has taught writing at Bard College; he has travelled widely, as witness a number of the 
poems in this volume. Yet the whole fails to delight or arouse; the verse is mostly without 
flavor and the ultimate impression is of lack of strength. (LC:59-5432) 





Morros, Boris & Samuels, Charles Viking 
MY TEN YEARS AS A COUNTERSPY . q — $4395 


In February of 1957 the Justice Department announced that, for ten years, the 
Hollywood producer and impresario, Boris Morros, had been a counterspy for the FBI. His 
story - an extended scenario, written in collaboration, manifests the nimble virtuosity 
which characterized his undercover operations. He was born in Russia in 1895, was a 
concert cellist at the age of 8, left in 1922 and became music director for the Paramount 
theatres in New York (where once he declined an agent's offer of the appearance of Leon 
Trotsky for what would be, no doubt, a limited engagement). In 1935 he went to Hollywood 
for Paramount, at which time, and later in 1939, he was approached by a Russian agent. 
Under pressure of threat to his family in Russia he agreed to become part of a spy net- 
work carrying information to the NKVD. He served as the business cover for Jack Soble, 
Alfred K. Stern, Martha Dodd, the daughter of ex-ambassador William E. Dodd, finally on 
July 14, 1947 (Bastille Day) he informed the FBI of the procedures. He was asked by the 
FBI to maintain his contacts: his constant shuffling between New York, Hollywood, Paris, 
Vienna, Moscow, for movie and T.V. rights, provided the perfect cover-up - for both sides. 
His assignments for the Russians? Providing dossiers to "get something on" John Foster 
Dulles, Governor Dewey, Senator Benton, Senator Helen Douglas, Cardinal Spellman. In 
Munich he was warned by the FBI to return to the U.S.: Jack and Myra Soble and Jacob Albam 
were about to be arrested; his services were over except for the trial. Farlier in this 
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book Boris Morros explains that his activities as undercover agent for the Communists 
and for the FBI seemed to him like the fantasies he created in Hollywood. Today 
this seems an accurate assessment. (LC:59-5644) 


January 13 


Wood, Robert C. Houghton, Mifflin 
SUBURBIA: Its People and Politics $4.00 % 


A serious study "emphasizes suburban political ideology, its history, value 
and consequences", this is for an upper rather than the split level audience which 
has included the sketchier and more easily entertaining blueprint by John Keats. Wood 
profiles briefly the superficial features of suburbia- its attitudes and institutions- 
its conformity, decline of individuality, and the renaissance of small scale autonomy. 
He also outlines the image on which it is based, small neighborhoods, single homes, 
limited political jurisdiction and local self-government -- and traces the changes 
which have come about as the suburbs have tried to sustain their political independence 
from the cities and maintain an illusion of the grassroots faith. He analyzes their 
patterns of political action and influence, party organization, public services, to 
reach the conclusion that in achieving their "best of all possible worlds; grassroots 
government run by automation" they have forfeited any real form of democracy, failed 
to solve their own questions, and remained indifferent to the metropolitan world on 
which they actually depend. Reform measures suggest some measure of integration 
with the cities.... A socio-political study of considerable depth, both in its re- 
search and the insights to which it has led; not intended for the general reader. 
(LC :58-9078) 


January ?? 


Glueck, Nelson Farrar, Straus and Cudahy 
RIVERS IN THE DESERT: A History of the Negev $6.50 


The result of a half dozen years of intensive research, scholarship, and 
physical labor, this history of the Negev gives a richly human portrait of that land 
which has witnessed many millennia of highly advanced civilizations. A crucial area 
in that it forms a bridge between two continents, the Negev has up to recently ap- 
peared to be a desert wasteland subject to extremes of hot and cold, and excessive ~ 
aridity. But beneath the forbidding surface of this land lies that richness which- ; 
encouraged by man,gave rise to agricultural, mineral, military, and ethnical wealth: 
through water, primary to all man's enterprise. The skill and intelligence with 
which he obtained his data is manifest in the findings of Nelson Glueck, who, using 
all the facilities of contemporary archeology, brings to his research a profound 
understanding and appreciation of history as it is recorded in the bible, arriving 
ultimately at a fresh, revealing, and compassionate portrait of a land, a people 


and time. (LC:59-5609) 


Hohoff, Tay Harper 
A MINISTRY TO MAN $3.50 


This charmingly written book, both biography and personal appreciation, 
tells of the life of John Lovejoy Elliott, one of America's most vivid teachers, 
social reformers and humanitarians and a leader of the Ethical Culture movement. 
Born in 1868 in Princeton, Ill., of highly intelligent but far from rich parents, 
devoted his life long to his amazing mother,- as a young man Elliott met Felix 
Adler, founder of the Ethical Culture Society, who gave him his goal in life: to 
work for the ethical perfection of society by promoting the best life of others. 
Graduating from Cornell in 1892 and receiving his doctor's degree in Germany, Elliott, 
@ man of tremendous vitality and humor and few taboos, worked with Adler's help in 
New York slums; in Chelsea, a poor, colorful and never dull district, he founded the 
Hudson Guild, one of New York's most successful and vociferous settlements; in 1933, 
at Adler's death, he became Senior Leader of the Ethical Culture Society, a post he 
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held until his death in 1942. Written with wit and discrimination and pulling no punches, 
the book, highly specialized as to subject matter and lacking dramatic impact, will hold 
little appeal for addicts of popular biography but it should be welcomed by students and 
historians of American education and social reform and by members of the Ethical Culture © 
Society -- and also by all those who knew, even remotely, Elliott himself. (LC:58-13240) 





January ?? 


Pfeiffer, Karl G. Norton 
W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM: A Candid Portrait $3.95 


This approach to a biographical study reads more like a blend of a literary 
and critical analysis of the man in his writings, with jottings over thirty five years 
of acquaintance. For Somerset Maugham has specifically denied the right to anyone to do 
an official biography, though years ago he designated Prof. Pfeiffer as his choice. They 
were friends but not intimates; Mr. Pfeiffer has visited him in most of his many homes, - 
southern France, South Carolina, California, New York- and during all these years has 
kept notes of conversations, incidents, bon mots, points of view. And he knows the vast 
body of Maugham's writings,- plays, short stories, novels, essays, criticisms. It is for 
this aspect of his book that he will be chiefly commended; his is a perceptive and ana- 
lytical approach, not too much colored by his feelings for the man. But it will be for 
the human bits, the anecdotes, the sense of being behind the scenes that the book will be 
read by the average reader, eager for a more intimate sense of the reality behind the 
books. In the closing pages, Mr. Pfeiffer sums up his appraisal of Maugham, the reasons 
why he has fared badly with the critics, his achievements and his shortcomings, . his own 
appreciative sense of what the body of his work will deserve of the future. He views 
him as "a good writer of the second rank" and presents his arguments cogently. This is 
not great biography, but it is a sound assessment of Maugham's place in the sun. (LC:59- 
5622) 


Wilson, William E. Norton 
ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF A ONE-WAY STREET $3.75 





Funning with a family way of life, the author is a pleasant guide to doings in 
Evansville, Indiana, and persuades one - most pleasantly - that this was a childhood and 
growing up that cannot be equalled. From his father's addiction to hyperbole, to tales 
about grandparents, automobiles and the unpredictable human response, there is added the 
off-center triple portrait of his father (father first, then the boy he never knew - and 
then the man Edgar Allen Poe wrote about), the houses they lived in, his birthday on 
February 12th, which made him, for a while, a dedicated Confederate (there's just so much 
Lincolniana a boy can take), the visits with relatives and the happy times never to be 
repeated, in a deadpan (but sometimes the grins break through) fashion. There is also 
what sickness does to a boy (and a sister who is going blind), father's politicking, the 
repercussions of World War I, some local traveling, and all the permanent residue - with 
its schoolroom lights and shades and the point of return - to that indoctrination which 
parental precept had made so clear. In this category, about as nice and unpretentious 
as they come. (LC:58-12216) 


Late Comers- Imports- Books Dependent on Illustrations, etc. 


Conant, Roger Houghton, Mifflin 
A FIELD GUIDE TO REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS $3.95 


of Eastern North America 


An important addition to an essential series of Field Guides edited by Roger 
T. Peterson. The scope is immense:- every known species of turtle, crocodile, alligator, 
lizard, snake, selamander, newt, frog and toad- more than 3000 living reptiles and am- 
phibians were actually collected alive for the photographs (1100 of them, 400 in color) 
used as illustrations. Drawings, with captions and diagnostic arrows for specific 
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recognition details made the use of the book comparable to others in the Peterson 
system. The descriptive text includes points of identification, notes on habitat, 
ecology and natural history. A feature that herpetologists~ professional and 
amateur- and amateur naturalists in general will find particularly useful are the 
chapters on capturing reptiles and amphibians, transportation, care in captivity. 
Poisonous snakes are carefully described and emergency care of snake bite is dis- 
cussed. Both Mr. and Mrs. Conant (who made the illustrations) are on the staff of 
the Philadelphia Zoo. Maps. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (Publ. LC:58-6416) 


Kerr, George H. Tuttle 
OKINAWA, THE HISTORY OF AN ISLAND PEOPLE $6.75 


The author, long interested in the Far East and attached during the Second 
World War to the War Department, later to the Foreign Service, has written an ex- 
cellent history of a little known and much abused people. He brings to his task a 
huge amount of careful scholarship together with an intelligent sympathy and modest 
generosity which is rare to find in books of this sort. The history begins in pre- 
historic times, covers the annexation of the island by Japan in 1609, the brutal 
approach of Admiral Perry in 1853, the difficulties of the island as a Japanese 
province thereafter, ending with the horrible desolation left by World War II, with 
a note on its present situation as a kind of unloved step-child of U.S. occupation 
forces. Amply illustrated, with a thorough index, it wiil be the definitive work 
for a long time. (Publ. LC:58-12283) 


Art Books 


Yukio Yashiro Abrams 
TWO THOUSAND YEARS OF JAPANESE ART $25.00 


* This collection compiled by a Japanese scholar and edited by Peter C. 
Swann offers the Western reader a rare and indescribably rewarding experience. It 
makes accessible to him those treasures of Japanese painting and sculpture which, 
as a result of Japanese policy, are generally not available throughout the Western 
world. The sculpture, largely Buddhistic in subject matter, is excellently repro- 
duced, as are the paintings, all of which manifest that certainty, vigor, and di- 
rectness which distinguishes the Japanese from the Chinese style. Mr. Yashiro has 
felt it wise to omit the wood block on the hypothesis that this form is already ap- 
preciated by Westerners, but in his selections of the Ukiyo-e artists that same 
grasp of the world of daily reality which dominates the prints may be observed. A 
historical commentary accompanies the illustrations, and though it is to a degree 
arbitrary, it is ambitious and generally helpful. A must for any serious art en- 
thusiast. (LC:58-13478) 


Moore, Henry New York Graphic Society 
HEADS, FIGURES AND IDEAS $30.00 


It would take a more than casual interest in the sculpture of Henry Moore 
to provoke the purchase of this collection of sketches on which some of his famous 
pieces are based. With a comment by Geoffrey Grigson, these sketches initiate the 
reader into the complex searchings of the artist into the world of form, line and 
dimension. Although the drawings are in themselves interesting, the publisher wisely 
presents this book in two limited edition forms: one for sixty dollars which includes 
the author's signature, and one for $300 which contains an original water color by 
Henry Moore. It is in these markets that this book should do well, a market composed 
of affluent collectors and devotees of modern sculpture. (Publ.) 


Morse, A. Reynolds & 
Tapie, Michel New York Graphic Society 


DALI: A Study of his Life and Work $15.00 


* Perhaps few contemporary painters have been more familiar and less known 
than Salvador Dali. He is linked irrevocably with the term "surrealist" and it is 
the intention of this study to disassociate his name with the school, from which, for 
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years, he has been disengaged. Bent on what he calls super-realism, the "paranoiac 
criticism" of reality, his paintings, most of which are unknown because of the rapidity 
with which they become part of private collections, display an incomparable facility at 
reproducing the real. But his is a reality taken so far that it stands tensely upon 

the threshold of complete dreamlike unreality. In the 113 illustrations of his paintings 
and drawings, the agonizing clarity with which Dali portrays the familiar -- his wife, 
Spain, a loaf of bread -- press upon the observer with a peculiar force. And it is this 
force combined with the early symbolic paintings of Dali, and Dali's own unique metaphy- 
sical grasp which at once attracts and discourages serious interest in his work. The 
authors' sympathetic investigation of the baroque disciple of Zurberan does much to 
dispel the suspicions of those who have labeled Dali a trickster who strives through his 
superlative technique to arrive at the bizarre, and the tasteful omission of some of the 
more exotic personal habits of the artist, do much to maintain the serious and reasonable 
atmosphere of this text. Superbly produced, a gift possibility for the curious, the 
catholic, and the avant garde. (Publ. LC:58-6725) 


Herberts, Kurt Praeger 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF ARTISTS' TECHNIQUES $12.50 


* A workmanlike text discussing art in specific and technical terms, this book 
arrives at the aesthetic experience by the front door, avoiding those labyrinthian by- 
passes of self-conscious abstractions. Divided into three parts, -- Techniques, Mainly 
Dependent on the Support of Ground; Techniques Dependent on the Material; and Techniques 
Dependent on the Tools -- Kurt Hellmer takes full cognisance o. the potential of the 
media and discusses form in terms of the artists' appreciation of the proper scope and 
character of his medium. Illustrated with 80 color plates, 89 monochrome illustrations, 
and 28 drawings -of a moderate quality- this book embraces not only specific forms, but 
also the history and evolution of graphic art. Dr. Herberts manifests a catholic and 
informed taste and goes a long way in redeeming his subject from the limbo of modishness 
to which it is so often consigned. (12/1. LC:58-12k24) 


Lillys, William-£d. Tuttle 
PERSIAN MINIATURES The Story of Rustam $2.50 


* Ten superb Persian miniatures ranging from the eleventh to the seventeenth 
century and illustrating the exploits and accomplishments of the Persian archetypal hero, 
Rustam, are presented in this meticulously organized text. The fact that these paintings 
were originally conceived of as book illustrations and are of small dimensions make them 
particularly suitable for reproduction in book form. And the editor's text which furni- 
shes the data regarding the historical-literary content of each plate does an admirable 
job in its economical exposition of Persian history, in pointing out the foreign influences 
to which the Persian artist was subject, and in exploring the technical dynamics of each 
work. A generous reward at an extremely low price: high quality reproductions, typography, 
and paper. (Publ.) 


Staff Members of The 
Tokyo National Museum-fds. Tuttle 
PAGEANT OF JAPANESE ART: 3 volumes ea.$2.95 


Three more volumes in this handy little series: Sculpture, Textiles 6 Lacquer, 
and Ceramics & Metalwork, edited by the staff members of the Tokyo National Museum. Each 
is about 170 pages, with many plates and illustrations in b/w and some in color, with a 
summary history of the art, a glossary, and an index. These are unabridged popular edi- 
tions of the deluxe series published at $16.00 the volume. ( Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


599 Payne, Robert- THE GOLD OF TROY- postponed to 1959 for Book of the Month club 
selection. (Funk & Wagnalls) 





